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Save the Date!
Friday, August 2, 2013 Annual Conference
We are in the midst of planning and preparation for the 2013 annual conference. This
year's line-up will incorporate new legal issues which have come to the forefront in
many districts this year and we will give you the tools to know how to protect yourself. We
will learn what an unfair labor practice within your school district might look like. Plans are in
the making to review the BOEE ethics brochure, your rights if you believe you are working in a
hostile work environment, and how to file an ethics violation if in fact you do find yourself in
a hostile work environment.
On a much lighter note, we will explore the ways to enhance your professional appearance on
a budget and will continue our annual silent auction tradition with fabulous door prizes.
The conference this year will be held in our new Conference Center within our office
complex. Mark your calendar now! We hope to see you there!

PEI Board Election
This year we have two seats on the PEI Board of Directors available. As per our By-Laws, you must have been a
Professional Member for two years and in good standing. If you are willing to give your time and wisdom in this area,
please submit a resume and a synopsis of your desire for this position. Applications will be submitted to the Board of
Directors for review and those qualified nominees will be presented in a July newsletter.

The Education Bill - Where is it?
.....still in Conference Committee behind closed doors. It looks like allowable growth will be 4%. Reports from
committee members state the biggest issue being argued right now is with the wording for homeschooling. The House
and Senate both reconvene at 10:30 am today. We will keep you update on what transpires.

11 Great Tips to Make Your Vacation More Affordable

Family vacations can be great opportunities for making memories. I still remember vivid scenes from childhood
vacations traveling in our 1960 Nash Rambler. We often traveled to see relatives, but once in a while headed to
someplace like the Grand Canyon, the Black Hills, or the Ozarks.
Our family was not wealthy by any stretch of the imagination. In fact, I discovered later on in life that we were actually
quite poor. Interestingly enough, not one of those vacation memories I hold dear has anything to do with an activity
that cost money.
Therefore, even when finances are lean, a little forethought and planning can create great family vacation filled with one
memory after another. Here are a few tips that will help you save money on your next vacation.
1. Stay in one place. The cost of gasoline can be cut a lot if you travel to one area and stay there. This presupposes that
there is something to see and do in that location.
2. Rent multiple nights at a time. Staying in one area also enables you to rent by the week instead of one night at a
time. Discounts always await those who stay more than just a night. This also eliminates having to pack up everything
and move the family every day.
3. Shop internet prices. There are bargains to be found for those who will spend a few minutes on Priceline or web surf
to see if any destination hotels are running specials.
4. Try camping. It costs around $12-$25 to spend a night at a campground which is much less than the cost of a motel
room these days. Parks are typically run by park rangers who also provide security at the campgrounds. Each campsite
will likely have a fire-pit, charcoal grill, and a picnic table. There will be an area to set up your tent or camper and a
place to pull your car off the road. These parks usually have buildings that enclose bathrooms and showers. You’ll also
find drinking water available, places to do your dishes, and trash containers.
5. Vacation in the non-peak season. If you vacation in the off-season, the crowds will be smaller, the lines will be
shorter the beaches will be emptier and prices will be lower. Campgrounds can be great places to stay when everyone
else is gone.
6. Stay at relatives. I am sure that this can be a blessing or a curse, but if both families have kids, a few days with kinfolk
can be pretty neat. Plus, one of the greatest vacation expenses, lodging, is eliminated.
7. Look for destinations where the fun is free. A trip to the Tetons, the Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, a state park, or the
beach offers days of exciting things to do at little cost.
8. Check out local guidebooks. Most of these contain discount coupons for local attractions.
9. Eat out only once a day. A place with a built in kitchen can let you choose which meals to eat out. A hotel with a
complimentary breakfast can take care of breakfast. A cooler with soft drinks, fruit, chips, and sandwiches will satisfy
most families for lunch. This approach can enable your family to save hundreds of dollars a week or enjoy eating the
evening meal at a more expensive restaurant.
10. Bring home free souvenirs. Most expensive gift shop souvenirs will hold no better memories than a vase of sea
shells, a piece of driftwood, or best of all - a family picture on location!
All of these tips can save you money or at least allow you to spend your vacation money on your vacation priorities. But
the last tip may well be the biggest saver!

11. Pay yourself in advance. The average vacation costs the American family around $1600 and many charge this cost
on credit cards. To pay off a $1600 vacation in minimum payments will take 14 years and 9 months, and will actually
cost you a shopping $3399 for your $1600 vacation!
How much better to plan ahead for vacation. That $1600 vacation would require an auto deduct of only $135 per month
from your paycheck to a vacation account. If you only have 6 months to prepare, $270 needs to be set aside. The point
is simple – when vacation is over, you want its memories to remain for years, not its payments! Paying for your vacation
in advance will allow you to take two vacations for what the cost of charging one on credit cards would be!
To be sure, family vacations can be a great time for making memories.
I hope these tips can help you focus even more on having fun because you have your vacation finances under control.
©Jim Garnett

More Vacation Ideas!
If your plans have not been finalized for this year's vacation,
check out the Iowa Tourism Guide at http://www.traveliowa.com/.

Social Media
'Like' and 'Follow' PEI!
PEI has both facebook and twitter accounts, and we update them daily to provide you with insightful links,
helpful articles, and opportunities to give feedback! 'Like' and 'follow' us to take advantage!

'Like' us on facebook!

'Follow' us on twitter!

Contact
Professional Educators of Iowa
974 73rd St., Suite 30
Windsor Heights, Iowa 50324
www.peiowa.org

"If you board the wrong
train, it is no use running
along the corridor in the
opposite direction."
- Dietrich Bonhoeffer

