June 22, 2015

Annual Conference
Friday, July 31, 2015
#TeachTomorrow
Coming on the heels of one of our most successful conventions
to date, the 2015 PEI Annual Conference is slated to rival even
the fabulous event we held a year ago.
This year's theme is #TeachTomorrow, with exciting new presenters! Our renowned silent auction
will be available for you to find some amazing bargains including gift cards, a high quality bicycle, and
much more, all while supporting our foundation. If you have a business and want to donate for the
auction just give us a call.
This is your opportunity to network with other educators across the state and enjoy a program especially designed to encourage and build.
John Carver, Howard Winneshiek Superintendent, will be presenting Our Printing Press Moment.
Just as the printing press provided a means to exchange thinking and gave
voice to the masses, digital devices connected to the internet is doing the
same at never before seen speed and reach. Now 15 years into the 21st
century, the rate of change around us is accelerating exponentially. Every
system we now know is rapidly evolving and transforming. From education to
business to religion, new structures and norms are emerging.
For teaching and learning this means moving away from 20th century structure and embracing 21st century realities. It is a realization it is not a "people
problem" but a "system problem".
John is excited to share how Howard-Winneshiek is working to vision and make operational 21st century learning. Embedding technology into instruction, Competency Based Education, business partnerships, along with identifying pedology, Howard-Winn is "running hard."

Joanne Tubbs, Administrative Consultant for the Iowa Board of Educational Examiners, will be
presenting Dynamic Teachers-Difficult Decisions: can you pass the ethics test?
Ethics violations rarely start with an inherently bad person. We typically
see popular, engaged teachers who take tiny steps down a slippery
slope. This interactive session will ask participants to reflect on the decisions they make in their personal and professional lives through legal,
moral, and ethical lenses. Can I post anything on Facebook? What about
my first amendment rights? Participants will be asked to consider common
scenarios at all grade levels, resulting in a lively debate about the potential
ethical consequences.
We are planning on providing a breakfast buffet as well as
lunch. Everyone who has ever attended our conferences will tell you there
will be a multitude of prizes given away throughout the day.
The cost of this conference for current members and their guests is just $15 each. For nonmembers who are not here specifically as a guest of a current PEI member, the cost is $255. Bring a
Guest! Register your administrator, principal, or other non-member for the same price as a member! You Will Love the Silent Auction!
Registration
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Phone
Email
Member fee and PEI Guest fee just $15.00 (includes all materials, breakfast, lunch, and eligibility for all drawings)
Non-member fee $255.00 (includes all materials, lunch, and eligibility for all drawings)
Check #______________

Amt____________

CC# __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ Exp. __/____ Sec.Code __ __ __ __
Spouses and guests may attend for the member fee amount.

11 Tips To Make Your Vacation More
Affordable
Family vacations can be great opportunities for making memories. I
still remember vivid scenes from childhood vacations traveling in our 1960
Nash Rambler. We often traveled to see relatives, but once in a while headed
to a someplace like the Grand Canyon, the Black Hills, or the Ozarks.
Our family was not wealthy by any stretch of the imagination. In fact,
I discovered later on in life, that we were actually quite poor. Interestingly
enough, not one of those vacation memories I hold dear has anything to do
with an activity that cost money.
Therefore, even when finances are lean, a little forethought and
planning can create a great family vacation filled with one memory after another.
Here are a few tips that will help you save money on your next vacation.
1. Stay in one place. The cost of gasoline can be cut a lot if you travel to one area and stay there. This
presupposes that there is something to see and do in that location.
2. Rent multiple nights at a time. Staying in one area also enables you to rent by the week instead of
one night at a time. Discounts always await those who stay more than just a night. This also
eliminates having to pack up everything and move the family every day.
3. Shop Internet prices. There are bargains to be found for those who will spend a few minutes on
Priceline or web surf to see if any destination hotels are running specials.
4. Try Camping. It costs around $12-$25 to spend a night at these campgrounds, which is much less
than the cost of a motel room these days. Parks are typically run by park rangers, who also provide
security at the campgrounds. Each campsite will likely have a fire-pit, charcoal grill, and a picnic
table. There will be an area to set up your tent or camper, and a place to pull your car off the road.
These parks usually have buildings that enclose bathrooms and showers. You’ll also find drinking
water available, places to do your dishes, and trash containers.
5. Vacation in the non-peak season. If you vacation in the off-season, the crowds will be smaller, the
lines will be shorter, the beaches will be emptier, and prices will be lower. Campgrounds can be
great places to stay when everyone else is gone!
6. Stay at relatives. I am sure that this can be a blessing or a curse, but if both families have kids, a
few days with kinfolk can be pretty neat. Plus, one of the greatest vacation expenses, lodging is
eliminated. 7. Look for destinations where the fun is free. A trip to the Tetons, the Grand Canyon,
Yellowstone, a State Park, or the beach offers days of exciting things to do at little cost.
8. Check out local guidebooks. Most of these contain discount coupons for local attractions.
9. Eat out only once a day. A place with a built in kitchen can let you choose which meals to eat out. A
hotel with a complimentary breakfast can take care of breakfast. A cooler with soft drinks, fruit,
chips, and sandwiches will satisfy most families for lunch. This approach can enable your family you
to save hundreds of dollars a week or enjoy eating the evening meal at a more expensive restaurant.
10. Bring home free souvenirs. Most expensive gift shop souvenirs will hold no better memories than a
vase of sea shells, a piece of driftwood, or best of all – a family picture on location! All of these tips
can save you money or at least allow you to spend your vacation money on your vacation priorities.
But the last tip may well be the biggest saver!
11. Pay yourself in advance. The average vacation costs the American family around $1600 and many
charge this cost on credit cards. To pay off a $1600 vacation in minimum payments, will take 14
years and 9 months, and will actual cost you a whopping $3399 for your $1600 vacation!
How much better to plan ahead for vacation. That $1600 vacation would require an auto deduct
of only $135 per month from your paycheck to a vacation account. If you only have 6 months to prepare,
$270 needs to be set aside. The point is simple – when vacation is over, you want its memories to
remain for years, not its payments! Paying for your vacation in advance will allow you to take two
vacations for what the cost of charging one on credit cards would be! To be sure, family vacations can be
a great time for making memories. I hope these tips can help you focus even more on having fun
because you have your vacation finances under control.

Director Positions for 2015! - Three available
Have you ever considered serving on PEI's Board of Directors? It is totally voluntary, but gratifying as
you work to build PEI even better year after year. This year there are three positions open. To qualify,
you must be a current member in good standing for a minimum of two years. Contact us immediately
with your questions at info@peiowa.org or just call the office and ask for Jodie Nation or Jim Hawkins. 515-221-2330

Exclusive Discount for PEI Members!
Rodgers + Hammerstein's CINDERELLA
July 14-19
Des Moines Civic Center
bit.ly/2015-PEI-Cinderella

